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DR. WM. R. WEISIGER. 

William Robert Weisiger was born in Manchester, Va., on the 3d 
of March, 1828, and at the time of his death was in the 57th year 
of his age. 

In his youth he had only the advantage of an ordinary English 
education. Selecting the medical profession, he graduated from 
the Medical College of Virginia in his early manhood. He prac- 
ticed his profession until the commencement of the late Civil War, 
when he entered the Confederate army, in which he served the first 
year as Captain of Artillery, and then as surgeon. Having dis- 
charged his duties well and faithfully in the field, he returned home 
after the surrender to resume his practice. He rose to great 
eminence as a physician, and commanded the respect and admira- 
tion of the medical fraternity. 

He refused several offers of positions as professor in medical 
colleges of repute, in order to devote himself to his favorite study 
as a microscopist. In this branch of science he confined himself 
exclusively to anatomical and pathological histology, and as his- 
tologist he had few compeers. 

He was especially successful in staining his preparations, and 
experimented largely with new staining media. Several modes of 
staining are entirely original with him, i. e., his gold platinum 
staining. When we consider that the great discoveries of Dr. Koch 
were only made possible by staining the infinitely small organisms 
which are now known to be the cause of many diseases, we may 
form an idea of the great importance of this special branch of 
microscopy, which may be said to have been Dr. Weisiger's 
specialty. Had he lived longer his labors in this field no doubt 
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would have been attended with brilliant results. He brought 
photography to his aid and in this he was very successful. Some of 
the photographs of his preparations were greatly admired by the 
late Dr. Woodward of Washington, the first authority in photo- 
micrography in the world. 

He had made extensive preparations to go into the examination 
and investigation of the real cause of malaria; collected all the 
literature on the subject, and in order to acquaint himself with the 
researches of the celebrated Thommasi Crudely, studied the Italian 
language which he mastered in astonishingly short time. He was 
well prepared and splendidly equipped for these researches. His 
apparatus was most complete, and few private individuals in the 
United States of America can boast of finer instruments than he 
possessed. 

Among his writings is an interesting paper on "The relations of 
the minute blood-vessels to the fat cells in the fascia of a calf's 
neck," which is illustrated by a number of his exquisite photographs, 
the whole making a handsome volume. 

He was the founder and President of the Richmond Microscopical 
Society, which by his death loses one of its most efficient members. 

As a man he was beloved and honored by all who knew him; 
ever modest and unassuming, above deceit and pretence, he won 
his way by the steady force of his own genius and application. 

In his practice he made no distinction between rich and poor; 
wherever there was suffering or pain to assuage, or disease to 
combat, he went readily, without thought of reward. His benevo- 
lence was proverbial. His death, which took place on the 30th of 
July this year, was caused by a nervous disorder. His untimely 
end is deplored by the entire community. 

G. A. PEPLE, Secretary, 
Richmond Microscopical Society. 



LEWIS R. SEXTON. 

A brief telegram from Canandaigua, N. Y., announces the death 
at 10 o'clock a. m., Thursday, September 25th, 1884, of Lewis 
R. Sexton, late principal of public school No. 9. 



